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Abstract


The concern about intentionally injurious sports behavior mounts an increase in researches on athletic aggression. This study aimed to examine the influence of years of playing and aggressive behavioral intentions on legitimacy judgment toward athletic aggression of female football players.


The descriptive survey method was used and was based on the context of the Bredemeier Continuum of Injurious Acts (CIA.) Sixty four female soccer players who were members of different state university varsity teams in Metro Manila participated in this study. Such teams were: UP, FEU, and PUP and the Philippine National Pool (Philippine Team.) The CIA questionnaire identified the athletes perceived legitimacy judgment on intentionally injurious sports act and their intention for doing them. They responded to identical randomly ordered aggressive actions which represent a hierarchy from less severe to more severe aggressive actions (1) non-physical intimidation, (2) physical intimidation, (3) making an opponent miss several minutes of play, (4) eliminating an opponent from the game, (5) injuring an opponent so that she would miss the entire season, and (6) permanently disabling an opponent.


A correlation and regression equation was used to determine the relationship and predictive influence of LTA on the athletes’ behavioral intentions and years of playing experience. Also calculated were percentages of other variables.


Based from the findings, it was concluded that athlete’s perception on the legitimacy of aggression was found to be a strong prediction of their behavioral intention of the action. A high legitimacy judgment of aggressive action resulted to a high behavioral intention of the action. Years of involvement in soccer were not best represented to influence an athlete’s severity of judgment of aggressive action.


With these implications of the study and with the increasing advocacy for gender equity in sports, and a parallel increase in the involvement of women in sports competition, further studies on athletic aggression among women is called for. This is to guarantee a safe, decent, and humane playing environment for women.
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